
AHO & SOLDAN
PHOTO AND FILM FOUNDATION

H e l s i n k i ,  F i n l a n d

PHOTO EXHIBITIONS, FILM SCREENINGS, BOOKS and MAGAZINES

For more than a 100 years, Aho & Soldan’s and Claire Aho’s photographs have been exhibited numerous 
times in Finland and around the world, including at the World’s Fair in New York 1939-40. In the 1930s, 
Aho & Soldan was the largest provider of documentary films to the Finnish Foreign Ministry. 

Their films are regularly screened at film festivals internationally such as the ICA - lnstitute of Contemporary 
Arts in London, Musée d´Orsay in Paris, the Lincoln Center and Bard University in New York as well as the 
DocPoint film Festival in Helsinki and at Paris Photo 2019. 

Over 20 Photo Books have been published since1931. The latest, “Finland in 1950’s Colours” was 
published in 2019.  Aho & Soldan’s and Claire Aho’s photographs have been published in numerous 
magazines, books and other publications since the 1920’s.

2025 marks the 100 year anniversary of the founding of the Aho & Soldan Company and the birth of Claire Aho.

The exhibits since 2010 include: 

•	 Artgenève 2023
•	 Photo LA 2020 
•	 Photo London, 2020
•	 Paris Photo, Grand Palais, Paris, 2019
•	 Bröhan-Museum Berlin, 2019
•	 Photo London, Somerset House, London, 2019
•	 British Embassy Helsinki, Stockholm, 2019
•	 Vaasa Art Hall, Finland, 2018
•	 Parliament House, Helsinki, 2017-18
•	 Nordic Museum, Stockholm, from 2017
•	 Liljevalchs Art Hall, Stockholm, 2017
•	 United Nations, Nairobi, 2017
•	 United Nations, Geneva, 2017
•	 United Nations Headquarters,  

General Assembly Building, New York, 2017
•	 The Presidential Palace, Helsinki, from 2016
•	 Embassy of Finland, London, Beijing,  

Copenhagen, Vienna, 2011-2018

•	 Academic Bookstore, Helsinki, 2015
•	 Lincoln Center, New York, 2015
•	 Mobilia Museum, Kangasala, 2015
•	 National Museum, Helsinki, 2013-14
•	 Centre Pompidou, Musée National  

d ‘Art Moderne Paris, 2013
•	 The Photographers’ Gallery, London, 2013
•	 ICA -Institute of Contemporary Arts,  

London, 2013
•	 The Association of Finnish Local  

and Regional Authorities, Helsinki, 2011-12
•	 National Gallery Ateneum, Helsinki, 2011
•	 Taidehalli (Kunsthalle), Helsinki, 2011
•	 Helsinki City Hall´s Virka Gallery,  

Helsinki, 2010, 2011
•	 Design Museum, Helsinki, 2010, 2012

Contact : Jussi Brofeldt - Founding Chairman, Lead Curator
PL 32, FI-00131 Helsinki, Finland

info@ahosoldanfoundation.org / www.ahosoldanfoundation.org
www.claireaho.com

Tel. +358 (0) 400 600 650 PRESENTATION ON ARTSY

M O M E N T S 
I N  T H E  B U I L D I N G

O F  A  N A T I O N

Cover image from the catalogue of the touring exhibition «Moments in the Building of a Nation», 
2017 celebration of Finland’s 100th year as an independent nation. 



The Foundation presents three masters of photography, the pioneering Finnish 
photographers and filmmakers, Heikki Aho (1895-1961), Björn Soldan (1902-1953), 
Claire Aho (1925-2015). HEIKKI AHO and BJÖRN SOLDAN were among the leading 
photographers and documentary filmmakers of their time. Their family is without a doubt one of 
the most influential families in Finnish cultural history. Their father was the author and journalist 
Juhani Aho (1861-1921), married to artist Venny Soldan-Brofeldt (1863-1945) – the “artist 
couple” of their era. It was Venny who gave Heikki his first camera at the age of 12. In 1924 
they established their legendary production company AHO & SOLDAN, producing well over 
400 films and laying the foundations for the Finnish documentary tradition.

Heikki’s daughter CLAIRE AHO, “The Grand Old Lady of Finnish Photography” - who received 
her first camera from her father at the age of 10 - joined Aho & Soldan in the late 1940’s. 
Having opened her own commercial studio she became a pioneer of colour photography 
and was especially active in the 1950s and 1960s.

Claire Aho’s photographs, full of wit, taken some 60-70 years ago, could as well have been 
taken today. They are a delightful display of Claire’s ‘Selective Eye’, her sense of composition, 
her humour, but above all her acute sense of colour.

Aho & Soldan and Claire Aho are represented in collections such as the Centre Pompidou, 
Paris, JP Morgan Chase Art Collection, New York, Liljevalchs Art Hall, Stockholm, The 
Presidential Castle, The Parliament Building, The Finnish National Gallery Ateneum, 
Saastamoinen Foundation, Nelimarkka Foundation, Miettinen Collection, Helsinki as well as 
in corporate and private collections in Finland and internationally.

Heikki Aho (1895-1961) Björn Soldan (1902-1953) Claire Aho (1925- 2015)

DOCUMENTARY AND PHOTOGRAPHIC 
MODERNISTS

Heikki Aho and Björn Soldan founded the 
Aho & Soldan film company in autumn 1924. 
Documentary film-making and photography, 
which had been virtually unknown in Finland 
up until then, had arrived. Aho was an expert in 
post-production work and Soldan Finland’s first 
professionally trained cameraman. The brothers 
and the films they produced during the 1930s 
made Aho & Soldan a name to be reckoned 
with and took Finnish documentary work into the 
international league. Alongside their classic do-
cumentaries, they produced nearly 400 black 
and white shorts.

Heikki Aho and Björn Soldan belonged to the 
avant-garde ABISS group, which wanted to turn 
Finland’s studio-based photographic tradition on 
its head. Their thousands of photographs docu-
mented a wide range of subjects, ranging from 
the natural world to modern industry and Hel-
sinki preparing for the summer Olympics 1952.

A NEW STYLE

The latest new technology played an important 
part in Aho & Soldan’s work and their modernist 
approach. The movie camera equipped with a 
set of interchangeable lenses that Björn Soldan 
had brought back from Germany enabled them 
to shoot virtually any type of scene. 

Aho & Soldan’s documentary film work extended 
from impressionist depictions of Finland’s forests, 
waterways, and land to the industry that made 
use of them. Suomen puu- ja paperiteollisuus 
(Finland’s Timber and Paper Industry), Suomen 
metsät ja maatalous (Finland’s Forests and 
Agriculture), and Suomen maatalous (Finnish 
Agriculture) were completed at the end of the 
decade. Raudanjalostusta Suomessa (Iron and 
Steel in Finland) completed a series of major 
industrial documentaries that marked Finland’s 
emergence from the depression years of the 
1930s and represented a Finnish variation on the 
Bauhaus ideal of combining applied science, art, 
and industry.

Excerpt of text by /Extrait du texte de : Mr Ilkka Kippola
researcher at the Finnish National Audiovisual Institute, KAVI




